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Confederation of International Contractors’ Associations (CICA)
Strategic Watch: COVID-19 Overview by country and region (situation at January 20, 2021)
Based on FIEC’s COVID-19 Construction Observatory, FIIC’s, CIAN’s and MEDEFI’s and IFAWPCA'’s data
For more information go to the CICA Website: http://www.cica.net/cica-covid-19-overview/ and Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/home/Observatory%20COVID-19

Since March 25, 2020

Myanmar
Country/Region ‘ General measures Measures for construction
MYANMAR
Lockdown According to GlobalData, the government has been ineffective in containing the spread of Covid-19, which has worsened since August, prompting
renewed local lockdowns in major cities (cf. GlobalData) (November 2020).
Economic According to a GlobalData report, Myanmar has a poorly developed | Prior to the outbreak of Covid-19, Myanmar’s construction industry was
outlook healthcare system, and to support the healthcare sector during the | expected to grow by 9.1% in 2020. Due to the stringent measures taken by the

pandemic, the government has been receiving funding from

international lenders.

In April 2020, the World Bank approved a loan of MMK79.3 billion
(USS50 million) to the Myanmar government to help fight against
Covid-19 infections.

Additionally, in October 2020, the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
approved a loan of MMK47.6 billion (US$30 million) towards the
sector to improve healthcare facilities.

government, however, with strict lockdowns and travel restrictions to contain
the spread of the virus, construction activities were disrupted across the
country. As a result, GlobalData now expects construction output to register a
growth of 3.7% in 2020.

In the short term, the industry will continue to be affected by the disruptions
caused by the containment measures, but investment in new construction
projects by the government will help in recovering from the crisis. The industry
is expected to recover in 2021, with output expected to expand by 9.1% in real
terms that year.

The government is focusing on transport infrastructure, coupled with efforts to
boost energy production, with an aim to revive the country’s economy.
According to the Asian Development Bank, MMK182.9 trillion (US$120 billion)
in investment will be required until 2030 to bridge the country’s infrastructure
gap. Furthermore, the government is investing in improving electricity
generation capacity, with an aim to achieve nationwide electrification by 2030
(cf. GlobalData) (November 2020).
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Other Overviews

e Download the report from the International Federation of Asian and Western Pacific Contractors’ Associations (IFAWPCA): IFAWPCA COVID-19 Pandemic |
Construction Industry Country Reports (April 2020)
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